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 The specimens of seeds of the Y-dzi forwarded by Mr. Justice
 Ackroyd were duly received at Kew. It was evident that they were
 derived from a species of Coix, and they very closely resembled those
 of Coix gigantea, Roxb., Fl. Ind. iii., p. 570. This plant is fully
 discussed in the Kew Bulletin, 1888, pp. 266-268. It is needless to
 say it is not a shrub, and it possesses no merits for counteracting the
 malarial influences of marshy localities beyond that possessed by any
 coarse, quick-growing vegetation necessarily absorbing a large quantity
 of water. The species of Coix are well-known tropical grasses, found
 in damp and marshy places. The best known is Coix Lachryma, and
 this is widely distributed in both hemispheres. In many countries it is
 regarded as a troublesome weed, and a source of annoyance, especially
 in rice fields. The drop-like fruits known as Job's Tears are used for
 necklaces and in various ways as articles of ornamentation. The usual
 colour is white, but they are sometimes found slightly tinged with pink,
 and sometimes grey or almost black. An account of Coix Lachryma
 var. stenocarpa with long cylindrical involucreS, used by the Karens (a
 semi-aboriginal tribe inhabiting certain districts of Lower Burma) for
 ornamenting their dresses, is given in the Kew Bulletin, 1888, p. 144
 (with plate).

 The peculiar medicinal and nutritive properties attributed to the Y-dzi
 plant in Tonquin and Cochin China have not been associated before
 with any species of Coix. The results of chemical analysis of the
 grains after the removal of the involucre, show only a slight increase in
 the amount of oil or fat present in the great majority of cereals.

 A comparison of the analysis of Y-dzi grains given in the Bulletin de
 la Socie'te' d'Acclinatation, December 1881, with that given of Coix
 gigantea in the Kew Bulletin, 1888, p. 267, leaves little doubt of the
 practical identity of their chemical composition, and, for the present,
 we may assume that the Y-dzi is only a form of the Indian Coix
 gigantea, Roxb., yielding a grain (a kind of pearl barley), long known to
 yield "an excellent diet drink for hospital patients in China" [Dr.
 Smith, quoted in " A Classified and Descriptive Catalogue of the Indian
 Department," Vienna Exhibition, 1873, p. 59].

 CCC.-MANILA ALOE FIBRE.

 (Agave vivipara, L.)

 This is the commercial name given to a fibre exported from Manila
 in moderate quantities, but quite distinct in its character and origin
 from the Manila hemp of commerce. This latter is, as is well known,
 obtained from a wild banana of the Philippines Musa textilis (Kew
 Bulletin, 1887, April, p. 1). The origin of the Aloe fibre was ap-
 parently unknown. It was, however, regularly met with in commerce,
 although the price realised for it was always much below that paid for
 various sorts of Manila hemp.

 ROYAL GARDENS, KEW, to FOREIGN OFFICE.

 Royal Gardens, Kew,
 SIA, October 8, 1890.

 I AM desired by Mr. Thiselton-Dyer to inform you that a sample
 of "Manila Aloe Fibre" has recently been presented to the Museums
 of Economic Botany at Kew, and a portion of this sample is enclosed
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 herewith. This Aloe fibre comes regularly into the London market,
 and is quoted as worth about 141. to 161. per ton.

 2. The plant yielding this fibre does not appear to be known in this
 country. It is evidently quite distinct from Musa textilis, yielding
 ordinary Manila hemp. Probably it is a species of Agave, closely allied
 to that yielding the Sisal hemp of commerce.

 3. In order to determine the plant exactly, Mr. Thiselton-Dyer would
 be glad if the Secretary of State would approve of a reference being made
 on the subject to Her Majesty's Consur at Manila, with a request that one
 or two moflerately large leaves of the plant be forwarded in a dry box
 to this establishment. In the case of Agave leaves, it may be mentioned
 that they travel very well if packed in a perfectly dry state without soil
 or any other material. If the box is pierced with holes to afford
 ventilation all the better. It would add to the interest of the specimens
 if the Consul could add a few words in regard to the methods employed
 in preparing the fibre.

 I have, &c.
 Sir Villiers Lister, K.C.M.G., (Signed) D. MORRIS.

 Foreign Office.

 FOREIGN OFFICE to RoYAL GARDENS, KEW.

 SIR, Foreign Office, July 7, 1891.
 WITH reference to your letter of the 8th of October last, I am

 directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to request you to inform Mr.
 Thiselton-Dyer that Her Majesty's Consul at Manila reports that he
 has forwarded to Kew Gardens, under the charge of Captain Wilson,
 of the s.s. " Barden Tower," a small box containing a few leaves of the
 Manila Aloe plant (Maguay).

 The Assistant Director, I am, &c.
 Royal Gardens, Kew. (Signed) JAMES FERGUSON.

 Mr. Consul GOLLAN to ROYAL GARDENS, KEW.

 British Consulate, Manila,
 Slg, May 20, 1E91.

 I BEG to inform you that under directions from the Foreign Office
 I, this day, forward to you a small box containing four leaves cf the
 Manila Aloe (Maguay), which I trust may arrive in good condition and
 answer the purpose you have in view. I enclose a few notes feom Mr.
 Osmond, a gentleman who is a considerable expert in such matters, as to
 the preparation of the fibre.

 I send, in the same box, a small specimen of rope of great strength
 and durability made from another fibre called "Cabo Negro."*

 I am, &c.
 (Signed) ALEX. GOLLAN,

 Her Majesty's Consul.
 W. T. Thiselton-Dyer, Esq., C.M.G., F.R.S.,

 Director, Royal Gardens, Kew.

 * The fibre sent as "Cabo Negro" was the produce of the sugar palm of the
 lEast Indies, Arenga saccharifera.
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 (Enclosure.)

 PREPARATION OF MAGUAY FIBRE.

 The leaf is first soaked in water until it becomes quite soft and pulpy,
 which takes place in about a fortnight. It is then drawn between the
 thumb and fingers which easily presses off the pulp, leaving a clean fibre.
 This is afterwards dried in the sun.

 If required for immediate use, the leaf is first pared down on each of
 its fiat sides, and afterwards drawn between two pieces of cane lightly
 pressed together, nothing but the fibres passing through. But this
 method is a very wasteful one, as many fibres are broken.

 Amongst the many uses to which maguay is applied may be mentioned
 that of violin strings, for which it is much appreciated by the natives.

 Manila, May 1891. (Signed) J. H. OSMOND.

 The specimens kindly obtained for Kew through the good offices of
 Mr. Alexander Gollan, Her Majesty's Consul at Manila, were received
 in good order. They consisted of fresh leaves of an Agave in different
 stages of growth, and there was little difficulty in recognising them as
 belonging to Agave vivipara, L. (A. Cantala, Roxb.), the plant which
 (according to Kew Bulletin, 1890, p. 50) yields also Bombay Aloe
 fibre. The distribution of this plant so far eastWard as the Philippine
 Islands does not appear to have been specially noticed before. It is
 originally an American plant, and it owes its spread in India, at least, to
 its use as a hedge plant to keep back cattle. The local name Maguay,
 given to it at Manila, is a generic term applied by Spanish-speaking
 people to numerous species of Agaves. For instance, in the south of
 Europe it is often applied to Agave americana, although this plant in
 South America is distinguished as Maguay de cocuyza. In some parts
 of Mexico Agave vivipara is known as Theo-metl.

 The method of preparing the fibre at Manila, described by Mr.
 Osmond, is very crude, and the result is necessarily unsatisfactory. The
 process of maceration is not at all well adapted for extracting the fibres
 from leaves of monocotyledonous plants. The fibres are discoloured by
 long immersion in water, and during the process of fermentation, ex-
 tending over a fortnight, the strength of the ultimate fibres is greatly
 weakened. It may, therefore, be readily understood the value of Manila
 Aloe fibre is comparatively small, and it can only be profitable to produce
 it when the price of white-rope fibres is exceptionally high. In the last
 Monthly Circular (dated the 16th March 1893), issued by Messrs. Ide
 and Christie, of Mark Lane, Manila Aloe Fibre is dismissed with a few
 words,-" nothing doing, 17s." [per cwt.]. In the same circular Bombay
 Aloe Fibre is described as "dull at 8s. to 13s." [per cwt.].

 CCCI.-BOTANICAL ENTERPRISE IN 1796.

 As an interesting instance of the efforts made nearly 100 years
 ago to improve the circumstances of our Colonial Possessions, it
 may not be inappropriate to draw attention, in the pages of the Kew
 Bulletin, to a document which treats of the introduction of the clove
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